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BLACKBURN  RURAL  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL. 


MEDICAL  OFFICERS 


—REPORT— 

Year  ending  Dec.  3 1 st,  1914. 


Blackburn : 

W.  Hulme,  Boro’  Press,  12,  St.  Peter  Street. 


WOODVILLE, 

Preston  New  Road, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Blachhurn 


Blackburn, 

May  20th,  1915. 


Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I Rave  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  IQll,  on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  fifteen 
townships  composing  the  Blackbiirn  Rural  Sanitary  District. 

The  population  of  the  District,  according  to  the  census  of  1911,  is  9,435. 
The  two  Public  Institutions  in  the  Distinct  which  admits  sick  and  infirm  people 
from  other  Districts — The  Lancashire  Inebriates  Reformatory,  and  the 
Chorlton  and  Manchester  Joint  Epileptic  Colony,  contained  515  inmates.  The 
net  population  would  be,  therefore,  8,920.  In  calculating  the  year’s  statistics  I 
have  disregarded,  as  a rule,  the  515  residents  in  the  Institutions  in  the  District, 
but  where  necessarj",  I shall  point  out  whether  this  has  or  has  not  been  done. 

The  area  of  the  District  is  20,150  acres,  and  I estimate  that  there  are 
approximately  2,185  occupied  houses,  giving  4T  inhabiiants  to  each  inhabited 
house.  The  Disti’ict  is  a scattered  one,  the  pojpulation  mainly  devoted  to  farming, 
but  some  of  the  Townships  form  residental  suburbs  of  the  County  Borough  of 
Blackburn,  while  in  four  of  the  Townships  there  are  one  or  more  cotton  mills 
affording  employment  to  many  of  the  inhabitants. 


The  statistics  for  1914  are  to  some  extent  more  favourable  than  were  those 
of  1913.  The  birth-rate  is  higher  and  the  death-rate  is  lowe.-,  while  the  infantile 
death-rate  also  shows  a decrease.  The  death-rate  from  Zymotic  Diseases  is 
lower,  the  death-rate  from  Phthisis  the  same,  while  that  from  Diseases  of  the 
Respiratory  Organs  shows  a slight  increase. 


The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  and  the  birth-rate  per 
thousand  of  the  pop\\lation  in  each  township  was  as  follows  : — 


Mellor 

Males. 

. 15 

Females. 

. . 7 

Total. 

22 

Rate  per  1,000 
of  the 
Pop\ilation. 
19-2 

Balderstone 

. 4 

2 

6 

1.5-2 

Eamsgreave 

. G 

12 

..  18 

42-8 

rieasiiigton 

2 

G 

8 

16-8 

Tockholes 

’.  2 

3 

5 

13'8 

Livesey  . . 

. 26 

17 

43 

24-3 

Yate  and  Pickup  Bank 

. 9 

7 

16 

33'6 

Eceleshill.. 

4 

3 

7 

20-4 

Billington 

. 17 

22 

..  39 

26'3 

Wilpshire 

1 

11 

12 

11-2 

Salesbury 

1 

1 

2 

7-5 

Dinckley  . . 

2 

3 

5 

6G-6 

Clayton-le-Dale 

2 

2 

4 

9-9 

Osbaldeston 

1 

2 

3 

18'8 

Witton 

. 0 

0 

0 

— 

Total  . . 92  . . 98  . . 190  . . 21-3 


In  calculating  the  birth-rate  of  Billington  and  of  the  District,  the  inmates- 
of  the  Institutions  have  been  excluded  from  the  population. 


The  total  number  of  births  was  190  (92  males  and  98  females)  and  the 
birth-rate  Avas  21'3  per  thoiAsand  of  the  population.  In  1913  there  were  180 
births  and  the  birth-rate  was  20T  Avhile  in  1912  there  were  166  births  and  the 
birth-rate  was  18'6.  The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1914  was  23‘6 
per  thousand  of  the  population.  Although  the  birth-rate  of  the  District  is  still 
beloAv  that  of  the  country  as  a Avhole,  it  shows  an  increase  of  1‘2  over  the  average 
rate  of  the  District  for  the  10  years  1904-13.  One  birth  (female  illegitimate) 
occured  outside  the  District  and  has  been  alio  ted  to  the  District.  The  corrected 
nxxmber  of  births  is  191  and  the  corrected  birth-rate  21'4. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  dixring  the  year,  and  the  death-rate  per 
thousand  of  the  population  in  each  tOAvnship  was  as  folloxvt : — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate  per  1,000 
of  the 
population 

Mellor  

. . . 3 

n 

10 

8-7 

Biilderstone  . . 

. ..  4 

3 

7 

15-4 

Kamsgreave 

. . . 1 

3 

4 

9-5 

Pleasington 

. ..  3 

2 

5 

10-5 

Tockholes  

. . . 4 

3 

7 

19-3 

Livesey  

8 

16 

9-06 

Yate  tSc  Pickup  Bank.  2 

3 

5 

10-5 

Eecleshill  

. ..  4 

2 

6 

17-5 

Pillington  

...13 

. . 19 

32 

16-6 

Wilpshire  

. . . 3 

5 

8 

7-4 

Salesbury  

...  3 

1 

4 

15-09 

Dincktey  

. ..  1 

2 

3 

40-0 

Clayton-le-Dale  . 

. . . 2 

3 

5 

12-3 

Osbaldeston  . . . 

. ..  0 

2 

2 

13-07 

Witton  

...  0 

1 

1 

27-02 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . . . 

. ..  51 

64 

115 

12-1 

The  death-rate  of  Billington  is  calculated  on  a population  of  1,993,  and 
that  of  the  whole  District  on  one  of  9,435,  the  number  of  inmates  of  the 
Institutions  and  the  deaths  amongst  them  having  been  taken  into  account. 

There  xvere  115  deaths  in  the  Districts  (51  males  and  64  females)  and  the 
death-rate  xvas  12T.  In  1913  there  Avere  118  deaths  and  the  death-rate  12'5. 
In  1912  there  were  108  deaths  and  the  death-rate  Avas  11‘4.  This  uncorrected 
rate  for  1914  is  slightly  loAver  than  the  average  rate  for  the  preceding  10  years. 
The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1914  was  13‘6. 

Eight  deaths  of  “ non-residents  occured  in  the  District  principally  in  the 
Public  Institutions,  and  12  deaths  of  “residents”  took  place  outside  the  District, 
chiefly  in  the  Blackburn  Royal  Infirmary  and  the  Blackburn  Union  Workhouse. 

The  following  tables  give  these  deaths  classified  as  to  cause  and  age — 
Deaths  of  “ non-residents  ” occuring  in  the  District. 

Under  1 to  5 5 to  16  15  to  25  25  to  ib  45  to  65  65  years 


Cause.  1 year,  years,  years,  years,  years,  years  and 

upwards 

Cancer  — ..  — ..  — . — ..  — ..  1..- — 

Pleurisy — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1 ..  — ■ 

Pul.  Tuberculosis — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1 ..  — .. — 

Epilepsy  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1 ..  — ..  — 

Loco.  Ataxy  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1 ..  — ..  — 

Accident ....  — ..  — ..  — ..  1 ..  — ..  — ..  — 

Suicide  — ..  — ..—  ..  — ..- — ..  1..  — 

Natural  causes — • — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  !..• — 


Total — ..—  ..—  ..  1 ..  4 ..  3..— 


Deaths  of  “ residents  ” occuring  outside  the  District. 

Undex’  1 1 to  5 5 to  15  15  to  25  25  to  lo  15  to  65  65  yeai's 


Cause  yeai-  yeii’s  yeai’s  yeai’s  yeai-s  yeai’s  and 

upwards 

Pneumonia  — ..  — ..  — ..  1 ..  — ..  — ..  — 

Tubi'roulosis ...  — ..  — ..  1 ..  1 ..  — - 

Heart  Disease  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1 

Peritonitis — . . — . . — . . — . . — . . 1 — 

Pleurisy — . . — . . — . . — . . — . . 1 . . — 

Cancer  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  2..  — 

Accident — ..  2 ..  — ..  — ..  1 ..  — ..  — 

A 1 other  causes  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1 


Total  — ..  2 ..  1 ..  2 ..  1 ..  4..  2 


The  exclusion  of  the  8 deaths  of  “ non-residents  ” and  the  inclusion  of  the 
12  deaths  of  “residents”  give  the  corrected  total  number  of  deaths  as  119,  and 
a corrected  death-rate  of  1.3'3.  This  is  an  increase  on  the  rate  for  1913,  which 
was  12‘8. 


17  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  took  place  in  the  District.  The 
rate  of  deaths  under  one  year  per  thousand  births  was  89.  In  1913  the  rate 
was  10-5,  and  in  1912,  108.  The  infantile  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales 
for  1914  was  105.  The  greater  number  of  these  deaths  in  the  District  ivere  due 
either  to  congenital  disease  or  nutritional  defects,  and  many  of  the  latter  are 
preventable. 

The  deaths  were  distributed  amongst  the  Township  as  follows  : — Livesey,  5 ; 
Yate  and  Pickup  Bank,  2 ; Billington,  4 ; Ramsgi’eave,  2 ; Mellor  3 ; Dinckley,  1. 

In  the  following  table  the  infantile  deaths  are  classified  as  to  the  ages  at 


h they  occured  and  the  di 

seases  to  which  they 

were  due  : 

Cause  of  Death. 

undex 

1 

week 

1-2 

weeks 

2-3 

3-4 

Total 

under 

1 nxoixth 

months 

1-3  3-6  6-9 

9-12 

Total 

Measlex  

. 

.. — 

... . 

— 

... 



..  1 

...— 

...  1 

Bro.i.  Pneumonia  

. 

.. — 

... . 

— 

... 

— ...  1 

... 

...  1 

2 

Enteritis  

. 

.. — 

...  1 . 

— 

...  1 

— ...  1 

... — 

2 

Abscess  

. 

.. — 

... . 

1 

...  1 

... 

... 

... — 

...  1 

Gastric  Convulsions  

. 

..  — 

... . 

1 

...  1 

....  ... 

... 

... — 

...  1 

Congenital  Malformation 

. 1 

. — 

... . 

— 

...  1 

... 

... — 

...  1 

Asphyxia  Neonation  

. 1 

... . 

— 

...  1 

— ... 

... 

... — 

...  1 

Icterus  Neonation  

— 

.. — 

...  1 . 

— 

...  1 

... 

... 

... — 

...  1 

Haemorrhage 

. 1 

.. — 

... . 

- 

...  1 

...— 

... — 

...  1 

Drowned  

. 

.. — 

... . 

— 

... 

... 

...  1 

... — 

...  1 

Other  causes 

2 

..  1 

...  1 . 

— 

..  4 

....  — ...— 

...  1 

...  5 

Total  

5 

..  1 

...  3 . 

2 

...11 

....  — ...  2 

...  3 

...  1 

...17 

There  were  6 deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  (Small-pox,. 
Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Dipththeria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever-Typhus,  simple, 
continued  and  Enteric  ; and  Diarrhoea).  These  six  deaths  were  caused  as 
follows  ; — Measles,  1 ; Diphtheria,  1 ; Diarrhoea,  4.  The  Zymotic  death-rate  was 
0'63.  In  1913  the  rate  was  1'23,  and  in  1912,  0'44.  I’he  deaths  were 
distributed  among  the  townships  as  follows  : — In  Osbaldeston — Dipththeria,  1 ; 
In  Livesey — Measles,  1 ; Enteritis,  1 ; In  Billington — Diarrhoea,  1 ; In 
Ramsgreave — Enteritis,  1 ; In  Mellor — Diarrhoea,  1. 


There  were  six  deaths  from  Phthisis  during  the  year,  giving  a death-rate  of 
0’67.  There  were  the  same  number  of  deaths  and  the  same  rate  in  1913  and 
1912. 


Township 

Sex 

Age 

Occupation 

Billington 

Female 

.31 

Housewife 

,, 

Male 

2(5 

Cotton  Weaver 

. , 

Female 

4() 

Housewife 

Male 

.54 

Cotton  Weaver 

Clayton-le-Dale 

Female 

63 

Widow 

Eccleshill 

Male 

36 

Engine  Tenter 

In  addition  to  these  one  death  from  Phthisis  of  a “ non-resident  ” occiired 
in  one  of  the  Institutions  in  the  District — a domestic  Servant,  age  30  years. 

There  were  2'1  deaths  from  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs  and  the 
death-rate  2‘7.  In  1913  there  were  19  deaths  and  the  rate  was  2T. 

The  mortality  from  all  causes  occuredat  the  following  ages  : — under  1 year, 
17  ; 1 and  under  2 years,  2 , 2 and  under  5 years,  3 ; 5 and  under  15  years,  1 ; 
15  and  under  25  years,  6 ; 25  and  under  15  years,  15  ; 45  and  under  05  years, 
30  ; 05  years  and  upwards,  45. 

The  mortality  classified  as  to  its  causes  was  as  follows  : — Measles,  1 ; 
Diptheria,  1 ; Phthisis,  0 ; other  Tuberculosis  Diseases,  2 ; Cancer,  13 ; 
Rheumatic  Fever,  1 ; Organic  Heart  Disease,  20  ; Bronchitis,  13  ; Pneumonia, 
10 ; other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  2 ; Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  4 ; 
Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Deasease,  7 ; Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation, 
including  Premature  Birth,  4 ; Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide,  2 ; Suicide,  2 ; 
other  defined  diseases,  25  ; Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown,  0. 

In  these  two  tables  tbe  death  of  8 “ non-residents  ” have  been  excluded  and 
the  death  of  12  “residents  ” included. 

In  -Hellor— Cancer  caused  2 deaths  ; Heart  Disease  2 ; Diarrhoea  1 ; 
Nephritis  1 ; Congenital  Debility  1 ; other  defined  diseases  3.  In  Ralderstone  — 
Cancer  caused  I death  ; Heart  Disease,  2 ; Bronchitis,  1 ; Nephritis,  2 ; other 
defined  diseases,  1.  In  Ramsgi’eave — -Bronchitis  caused  one  I death  ; Diarrhoea, 
1 ; other  defined  diseases,  2.  In  Pleasington — Cancer  caused  1 death  ; Heart 
Disease,  2 ; Pneumonia,  1 ; Suicide,  1 . In  Tockholes — Heart  Disease  caused  3 
deaths;  Pneumonia,  I ; other  defined  diseases,  3.  In  Livesey — Heart  Disease 
caused  4 deaths ; Bronchitis,  1 ; Diarrhoea,  1 ; Nephritis,  1 ; Measles,  1 ; other 
defined  diseases,  7 ; other  ill-defined  diaseases,  1.  In  Yate  and  Pickup  Bank- 
Heart  Disease  caused  2 deaths  ; Bronchitis,  1 ; Congenital  Debility,  1 ; other 
defined  diseases,  1.  In  Eccleshill — Phthisis  caused  1 death  ; Bronchitis,  2 ; 
Accidents,  2 ; other  defined  diseases,  1.  In  Billington — Phthisis  caused  5 
deaths  ; Cancer,  3 ; Heart  Disease,  3 ; Bronchitis,  4 ; Pneumonia,  5 ; Diarahoea, 
I ; Nephritis,  1 ; Murder,  1 ; Suicide,  2 ; other  defined  diseases,  6 ; other  ill- 
defined  diseases,  I.  In  Wilpshire— Cancer  caused  2 deaths  ; Rheumatic  Pever, 

1 ; Nephritis,  2 ; other  defined  diseases,  3.  In  Salesbury — -Bronchitis  caused 

2 deaths ; other  defined  diseases,  2.  In  Dinckley— Cancer  caused  1 death  ; 
Pneumonia,  2.  In  Clayton-le-dale — Phthisis  caused  1 death  ; Cancer,  2 ; Heart 
Disease,  1 ; Bronchitis,  1.  In  Osbaldeston — Diphtheria  caused  1 death  ; other 
defined  diseases,  1.  In  Witton — Heart  Disease  caused  1 death.  Only  the  deaths 
registered  in  the  District  have  been  included  in  this  table. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  Births  and  Deaths,  the  Birth  and 
Death  Rates,  and  the  Infantile,  Phthisis  and  Zymotic  Death  Rates  for  the  whole 
■of  the  District  for  the  ten  years,  1904-1913,  with  the  averages  of  those  years  : — 


Births  Deaths  under  1 year  of  age  Deaths  at  all  ages  Zymotic  Phthisis 


Year 

Number 

Rate 

Number 

Rate 

N uraber 

Rate 

Death  rate  Death  rate 

1904 

— 182  — 

22-09 

— 23  — 

126 

— Ill  — 

13-4 

— 1-45 

— 0-60 

1905 

— 139  — 

16-8 

— 7 - 

50 

— 93  — 

11.2 

— 0-60 

— 0-60 

190G 

— 192  — 

23-8 

— 18  — 

93 

— 108  — 

13-1 

— 0-60 

— O-60 

1907 

— 160  — 

18-2 

— 20  — 

125 

— 116  — 

13-2 

— 1-12 

— 1-1 

1908 

— 199  — 

23-06 

— 14  — 

73 

— 104  — 

11-8 

— 0-12 

— 0-72 

1909 

— 176  — 

21-3 

— 17  — 

96 

— 128  — 

14-6 

— 12 

— 0.24 

1910 

— 173  — 

21-0 

— 13  — 

75 

— 108  — 

12-3 

— 0-60 

— 0 84 

1911 

— 148  — 

16  5 

— 20  — 

135 

— 119  — 

12-6 

— 0 56 

— 0-67 

1912 

— 166  — 

18-6 

— 18  — 

108 

— 108  — 

11-4 

— 0-14 

— 0-67 

1913  — 180  — 

Average  for  years 

20-1 

— 19  — 

1-05 

— 118  — 

12-5 

— 1-23 

— 0-67 

1904  1 
1913  1 

171  — 

20-1 

— 17  — 

98 

— Ill  — 

12-6 

— 0-78 

— 0-67 

1911 

— 190  — 

21-3 

— 17  — 

89 

— 115  — 

12-1 

— 0-63 

— 0-67 

71  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  during  tire  year.  Of  these  5 
were  Diphtheria,  5 of  Erysipelas,  60  of  Scarlet  Fever,  1 of  Enteric  Fever. 
These  cases  were  distributed  amongst  the  townships  as  follows  : — In 
Ramsgreave- Scarlet  Fever,  4;  In  Billington — Diphtheria,  3;  Erysipelas,  1; 
Scarlet  Fever,  14  ; In  Livesey—  Diphtheria,  1 ; Erysipelas,  1 ; Scarlet  Fever, 
27  ; In  Eccleshill — Scarlet  Fever,  2 ; In  Pickup  Bank — Scarlet  Fever,  2 ; In 
Wilpshire — Erysipelas,  1 ; Scarlet  Fever,  2 ; Enteric  Fever,  1 ; In  Balderstone — 
Erysipelas,  1 ; In  Salesbury — Scarlet  Fever,  1 ; In  ( 'layton-le-Dale — Scarlet 
Fever,  1 ; In  Tockholes — Scarlet  Fever,  1 ; In  Dinckley — Scarlet  Fever,  1 ; In 
Mellor —Erysipelas,  1;  Scarlet  Fever,  5;  In  Osbaldeston — Diphtheria,  1. 

The  age  distribution  of  these  notified  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  was  as 
follows  ; — 


Under 

1 to  5 

5 to  15 

15  to  25 

25  to  45 

15  ' ears 

Disease 

1 year. 

years. 

years. 

years. 

year.s. 

and 

upwards. 

Diphtheria  

. . . — . 

3 , 

2 

0 

. . — 

. . — 

Erysipelas  

. 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

. 

8 

. . 41 

..  6 

. . 5 

, . 

Enteric  Fever 

...  — 

— 

• • — 

• • — 

1 

■ • — 

Total . . . 



. 11 

. . 13 

..  7 

. . 7 

3 

Of  the  60  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified,  6 occurred  in  January,  13  in 
February,  8 in  March,  6 in  April,  4 in  May,  5 in  June,  3 in  July,  1 in  August, 
4 in  September,  2 in  October,  5 in  November,  and  3 in  December.  The  cases 
occurred  throughout  the  District  in  almost  each  township,  although  more  than 
half  were  notified  in  Livesey  and  Billington.  The  National  School,  in  Billington, 
was  closed  for  2 weeks  in  April.  9 cases  was  removed  to  Hospitals  as  follows  : — 


Townsliip.  No.  of  Cases.  Hospital. 

Livesey 4 Chorley  Fever  Hospital 

,,  2 Blackburn  „ ,, 

Billington 2 Chorley  ,,  ,, 

Wilpshire  1 Witbnell  ,,  ,, 


There  was  an  outbreak  of  Measles  during  October  in  Tockholes,  the  National 
School  being  closed  for  a period  of  4 weeks.  312  visits  were  paid  to  infected 
hours  during  the  year,  and  56  houses  were  fumigated  and  disinfected. 

14  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  to  me  on  Form  A,  i.e.,  the  first 
notification,  4 cases  w^ere  notified  on  Form  C — patients  admitted  to  Institutions, 
and  2 cases  were  notified  on  Form  D — patients  leaving  Institutions.  All  the 
cases,  except  one,  being  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  All  these  cases  have  been 
visited,  and  precautionary  advice  and  instructions  are  given  with  a view  to 
preventing  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and  for  removing  conditions  favourable  to 
infection.  Pocket  spit  cups  are  supplied  free,  and  on  the  removal  of  a case  by 


death  or  otherwise  the  house  is  disinfected.  The  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were 
distributed  among  the  Townships  as  follows  : — Wilpshire,  3 ; Balderstone,  2 ; 
Alellor,  3 ; Livesey,  5 ; Billington,  4 ; Salesbury,  2 ; Pleasington,  1. 

Nothing  further  has  been  done  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  an  isolation 
Hospital  for  the  District,  as  no  arrangement  has  been  come  to  with  any  neigh- 
bouring district  for  a joint  hospital,  cases  are  received,  by  arrangement,  at  times 
into  the  Blackburn  Borough  Fever  Hospital,  the  Chorley  Fever  Hospital,  and  the 
Withnell  Fever  Hospital. 

There  are  16  Factories  and  7 Workshops  on  the  Register,  1(S  visits  were 
paid  to  these  places  and  the  sanitary  conditions  generally  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

I have  visited  periodically  and  systematically  the  whole  of  the  District. 

The  houses  in  the  District  are  being  visited  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909.  During  1914,  200 
houses  were  inspected,  bringing  the  total  number  of  hoiises  inspected  since  the 
inspection  began  to  900.  Many  defects,  mostly  of  a minor  structural  nature  were 
discovered  and  remedied  on  the  owners  attention  being  drawn  to  the  matter. 
One  house  in  Mellor  has  been  demolished  by  the  owners  owing  to  its  insanitary 
condition.  In  Billington  one  of  the  back  to  back  houses  has  been  closed — also 
2 houses  have  been  converted  into  one  house.  15  privies  were  abolished,  13 
being  converted  to  water  closets,  and  2 to  pail  closets,  also  10  pail  closets  were 
converted  to  water  closets.  4 Ashpits  were  abolished  and  8 ashbins  substituted. 
As  examples  of  other  defects  discovered  and  remedied  under  this  Act. 
I may  mention  windows  not  made  to  open,  premises  requiring  redraining, 
defective  slop  pipes  and  rain  water  pipes. 

The  various  sewage  disposal  works  in  the  District  have  been  under  my 
observation  and  have  worked  satisfactorily.  In  Langho  there  are  open  septic 
tanks,  bacteria  beds  and  land  filtration.  In  Wilpshire  open  tanks,  settlement 
tanks  and  filtration  areas.  In  Mellor  Brook  there  are  closed  septic  tanks,  and 
single  contact  filters.  Mellor,  Eccleshill,  Pleasington,  and  Livesey  have  tanks 
and  land  irrigation. 

I have  examined  the  water  supplies  of  the  various  townships.  Mellor  Brook 
is  supplied  from  the  Manchester  Corporation  mains,  other  parts  of  the  District 
are  supplied  from  the  Blackburn  Corporation  mains,  while  still  other  parts 
derive  the  supply  from  private  reservoirs  and  wmlls. 

The  following  Bacteriological  Specimens  have  been  taken  for  examination  : 
Swabs  (suspected  Diphtheria),  4 ; Sputum  (suspected  Phthisis),  1 ; Milk 
(suspected  impurity),  2. 

Periodically  I have  visited  the  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  in  the  district  and 
found  that  their  condition  was  improved.  Where  structural  and  other  defects 
were  found  and  pointed  out  to  the  owners,  they  were  usually  attended  to  at  once. 

142  of  the  farms  in  the  District  are  registered  as  being  occupied  by  cow- 
keepers  and  purveyors  of  milk.  309  visits  were  paid  to  these  places.  There  are 
no  retailers  of  Milk  in  the  District  with  the  exception  of  these.  Flies  are 
carriers  of  disease  and  are  particularly  likely  to  contaminate  milk.  Dairy 
Farmers  and  others  should  attempt  to  keep  down  the  number  of  flies  as  manure 
heaps  are  among  their  chief  breeding  places.  Much  is  written  on  the  extermi- 


nation  of  the  fly  as  soon  as  the  fly  appears,  but  “ killing  the  fly  ” is  an  extremely 
unsatisfactory  and  incomplete  means  of  coping  with  the  evil.  Flies  breed  in  dirt 
and  one  may  say  “no  dirt — no  flies.”  Dirt  and  decaying  matter  should  not  be 
allowed  to  collect.  Ashbins  and  ashpits  should  be  covered.  Manure  heaps 
can  be  treated  with  borax  and  water  which  destroys  the  larvae  of  the  fly  without 
detracting  from  the  fertilizing  properties  of  of  the  manure. 

No  action  has  been  taken  in  causing  dairy  cows  to  be  examined  for 
tuberculosis,  and  no  carcases  nor  parts  of  carcases  have  been  condemned  for 
tuberculosis. 

The  slaughter-houses  in  the  District  have  been  visited  and  found  to  be  in  a 
satisfactory  state.  The  premises  of  butchers  and  fishmongers  in  the  District  have 
been  periodically  visited  and  inspected. 

In  the  Township  of  Livesey  the  scavenging  is  done  by  the  Rural  District 
Council  by  contract,  in  the  remainder  of  the  District  it  is  done  by  the  owners  and 
occupiers  of  the  houses. 

135  notices  to  abate  nuisances  were  served  and  most  of  the  nuisances  were 
subsequently  abated.  Among  the  nuisances  complained  of  were  the  following  ; 
In  Ramsgreave — -absence  of  ashes  receptacle ; closets  requiring  doors  an  d 
coverings.  In  Eccleshill  — houses  requiring  cleansing.  In  Billington— houses 
requiring  cleansing  ; stopped-up  drains ; overcrowding ; ashpits  requiring 
emptying ; yards  requiring  cleansing  ; premises  requiring  re-draining ; one 
cesspool  abolished  ; additional  lighting  to  slaughter-house  ; two  privies  con- 
verted to  pail  closets ; foul  closet  basins.  In  Clayton-le-Dale — stopped-up 
drains.  In  Balderstone — stopped-up  drains.  In  Yate  and  Pickup  Bank — 
keeping  poultry  in  kitchen.  In  Wilpshire — ashpits  requiring  emptying.  In 
Pleasington — ashpits  requiring  emptying  ; slop-water  discharging  on  highway. 
In  Livesey  — one  defective  plug  closet  abolished  ; yards  requiring  cleansing  ; 
premises  requiring  re-draining  ; one  cesspool  abolished  ; additional  lighting  to 
slaughter-house  ; defective  yard  surface  ; to  trap  bath  waste  and  disconnect 
from  soil  pipe ; foul  closet  basins ; defective  excreta  pails  ; defective  ashes 
receptacle.  In  Mellor  Brook — yards  requiring  cleansing.  In  Mellor — slop-water 
•discharging  on  highway  ; foul  closet  basins. 

Attached  is  the  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

I remain, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

W.  R.  POLLARD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES  for  the 

Year  ending  1914. 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  giving  details  of  tbe  work  done 
by  me  during  the  year  1914. 

Inspection  of  the  District  and  Removal  of  Nuisances. 

As  in. previous  years  regular  inspections  of  the  courts,  yards  and  passages 
within  the  District  have  been  made,  and  the  nuisances  discovered  during  such 
inspections  have  been  dealt  with  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  various 
Health  Acts. 

The  nuisances  discovered  were  of  a varied  nature,  many  being  of  such  a 
character  as  to  require  no  structural  alteration  to  the  property  to  procure 
abatement,  therefore,  in  many  instances,  verbal  intimation  to  the  persons 
responsible  was  sufficient  to  bring  about  the  desired  results. 

In  cases,  however,  where  the  nuisances  arose  from  structural  defects,  &c., 
or  from  the  absence  of  sanitary  appliances,  the  usual  informal  notices  were 
served  upon  the  owners. 

Summary  of  Work  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


Visits  and  Ee-visits  to  houses,  209 

Notices  and  letters  served  135 

Slaughter-house  inspections  145 

Cowshed  inspections  309 

Houses  disinfected  (including  Schools) 56 

Drains  tested 27 

Visits  to  infected  houses 312 


Nuisances  Abated. 

Total 


Absence  of  ashes  receptacle— Ramsgreave 1 

Dirty  houses  to  cleanse — Billington  2 ; Eccleshill  1 3 

Stopped-up  drains — Billington  7 ; Clayton-le-Dale  3 ; Balderstone  3 13 

Overcrowding — Billington 1 

Keeping  poultry  in  kitchen — Yate  and  Pickup  1 

To  empty  ashpits — AVilpshire  3 ; Billington  4 ; Pleasington  2 9 

Defective  plug  closet  abolished — Livesey  1 

Dirty  yards  to  cleanse— Mellor  Brook  2 ; Livesey  4 ; Billington  1 7 

Slop-water  discharging  on  highway — Mellor  1 ; Pleasington  2 3 

To  re-drain  premises  and  connect  to  sewer — Livesey  8 ; Billington  2 ' 10 

Cesspools  abolished — Livesey  1 ; Billington  1 2 

Additional  lighting  for  slaughter-house — Billington  1 ; Livesey  1 2 


Defective  yard  surface — Livesey  1 

Privies  converted  to  pail  closets — Billington 2 

To  trap  bath  waste  and  disconnect  from  soil  pipe — -Livesey  1 

Foul  closet  basins — Billington  8 ; Livesey  4 ; Mellor  2 14 

To  provide  doors  and  coverings  for  closet — Ramsgreave 1 

Defective  excreta  pails — Livesey  3 

Defective  ashes  receptacle — Livesey 2 


Tlie  butchers  aud  fishmongers  who  carry  on  their  business  within  our 
District  are  kept  under  close  observation  with  a view  of  preventing  any  unsound 
food  being  offered  for  sale. 

Slaughter-Houses. 

The  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  are  periodically  inspected,  and  the 
carcases  of  meat  are  thoroughly  examined  before  being  offered  for  sale.  During 
such  inspections  I always  find  a willingness  on  the  part  of  the  butcher  to  show 
me  all  internal  organs,  thereby  making  the  inspections  more  uniform. 

Smoke  Observations. 

During  the  year  eleven  smoke  observations  were  taken,  each  consisting  of 
one  hour’s  duration,  and  on  no  occasion  was  there  any  need  for  complaint. 

Inhabited  Travelling  Vans. 

During  the  year  five  inspections  were  made  of  travelling  vans  used  for 
human  habitation. 

No  cases  of  overcrowding  were  met  with,  and  they  were  found  to  be  in  a 
very  clean  condition 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Three  hundred  and  twmlve  visits  were  paid  to  infected  houses,  and  each 
case  was  thoroughly  investigated  with  a view'  to  discovering  the  cause  or  origin 
of  the  disease. 

Printed  instructions  w'ere  left  at  each  house  as  to  the  isolation  of  the 
infected  persons,  and  the  disinfection  of  the  infected  articles,  &c.,  connected 
with  the  disease. 

Disinfectants  are  supplied  free,  and  on  the  recovery  of  the  patient  the 
clothes  and  bedding,  &c.,  are  fumigated  in  the  room  with  formaldehyde. 

In  case  the  infected  person  was  a child  attending  school,  the  school 
authorities  were  informed  and  instructions  from  the  Medical  Officer  are  given 
to  keep  all  contacts  fif  anyj  away  from  school  until  the  Medical  Attendant 
certifies  the  house  to  be  free  from  infection. 

The  free  supply  of  disinfectants  within  the  district  is  duly  appreciated. 

From  my  inspections  during  the  year  I find  that  people  are  taking  a 
greater  interest  in  the  matters  relating  to  sanitation  in  and  around  their 
dw'ellings,  and  from  this  increased  interest  an  improvement  in  health  must  be 
efPected . 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

We  ha’-e  on  our  register  one-hundred-and-fort3^-two  cowkeepers  and 
purveyors  of  milk. 

During  the  year  three-hundred-and-nine  visits  were  made. 


The  following  improvements  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year — 


To  repave  cowshed  floors  1 

To  repave  stable  floors  2 

To  limewash  cowsheds  18 

Cowsheds  to  cleanse 5 

Stable  drains  to  remove  from  inside  to  outside 2 

To  repair  yard  surfaces  1 

To  empty  manure  tanks 15 

To  remove  manure  6 

Additional  lighting  and  ventilation  to  dairy  1 

To  cleanse  yard  surfaces i 

Liquid  from  manure  tank  flowing  over  yard  surface 2 

Keeping  swine  in  cowsheds 3 

To  redrain  stables 3 

To  provide  manure  tank 1 

To  provide  casing  troughs  for  cowshed  1 

Pig  Sty  to  cleanse 2 


As  soon  as  information  is  received  with  respeet  to  cattle  suffering  from 
tuberculosis,  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1913,  the  premises  are  visited 
immediately  and  enquiries  made  as  to  the  precautions  adopted  to  prevent  the 
.spread  of  the  disease,  also  instructions  are  given  as  to  the  disposal  of  milk  from 
animals  so  suffering  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909. 

During  the  year  a great  amount  of  time  has  been  devoted  to  making 
inspections  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning,  &c..  Act. 

No  fewer  than  200  houses  were  inspected  under  the  above-named  Act,  and 
the  defects  discovered  were  of  a varied  nature,  as  follows — 


To  repair  defective  chimney  stacks 10 

To  cover  ashpits 1 

To  provide  ashes  receptacles — ashbins  provided 29 

To  re-drain  premises  and  connect  to  sewer  6 

To  render  living  room  walls  dry 9 

Privies  converted  to  water-closets  . 13 

Pail  closets  converted  to  water-closets  10 

Windows  made  to  open  one-half  their  area  60 

Defective  slop  pipes  7 

Ashpits  abolished  4 

,,  ashbins  substituted 8 

Defective  easing  troughs  2 

Absence  of  easing  troughs  and  rain-water  pipes  16 

Cellar  floors  to  render  impervious 5 

Additional  lighting  to  cellars  2 

Common  yard  to  render  impervious  1 

Kitchen  floors  to  repair 2 

Additional  ventilation  to  bedroom 2 

Yard  surface  to  repair  7 

Defective  rain-water  pipes  7 

Defective  ceilings  1 


To  whitewash  ceilings  2 

To  cleanse  dirty  bedroom  floors 3 

To  cleanse  dirty  yards  6 

Overcrowding 3 

Defective  staircase  to  repair 1 


Advantage  is  still  being  taken  by  the  adoption  of  tbe  “ Regulation  ” Diist- 
bin  with  cover  as  will  be  seen  by  the  number  adopted  ; in  some  cases  ashpits 
are  being  abolished  to  adopt  them,  and  a great  improvement  is  being  effected. 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  Reaps  Cottage,  Mellor,  has  been 
demolished  owing  to  its  insanitary  condition — the  owners  taking  this  course  in 
preference  to  carrying  out  the  required  alterations. 

At  Billiiigton,  one  of  the  back-to-back  houses  has  been  closed,  whilst  the 
party  wall  of  two  more  houses  has  been  broken  through,  and  the  two  houses 
made  into  one,  thus  rendering  the  premises  in  a more  sanitary  condition. 

Yours  obediently, 

HERBERT  EGGLESTON,  Cert.  R.  San.  L, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances^ 


